
Introduction 

 In year 1988, Wahana Lingkungan 

Hidup Indonesia (WALHI) had made an 

important breakthrough in Indonesia's 

environment rescue movement. At that 

time, on it's capacity as an environmen-

tal organization, WALHI accused The 

Ministry of Environment on behalf of 

Indonesia's Government regarding the 

contamination caused by PT Inti In-

dorayon in North Sumatra.  

 This legal action conducted by 

WALHI, in the history of advocate 

movements was a legal breakthrough 

as it's never been done by any environ-

ment organization, remembering the 

authoritarian regime forces at that time. 

Even though it was a lost, WALHI's legal 

action had becomes a positive legal 

precedence for Indonesia's environment 

rescue movements. As since then and 

for the first time, WALHI's legal stand-

ing rights and or environment organiza-

tion has been accepted by Indonesia's 

legal system.  

the debt funds which has been received by Indonesia's Gov-

ernment to construct the Dam in Koto Panjang which had 

been devastating the environment species (especially ele-

phant) and displacing the communities. 

 Although law enforcement efforts through the courts 

were still far from it’s expected, litigation has been a choice 

for advocate works. At least by this process, there's an im-

portant learning moment for the public that every contami-

nation issues and environmental defect cases could be done 

through the court and it’s been written under environment 

policies which ensured it. As also that litigation process 

would be an education media for any law enforcement offic-

ers related with environment issues and contamination. 

 Environment dispute resolution outside the court has 

also been intended to guarantee that there'll be no  -  
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repetitions  of negative impacts to the environment and communities.  This option is voluntary, non-criminal, not only limited to damages, and the availabil-

ity of third party/ services providers which could be formed by government or appointed by the community themselves. 

  

 In one of WALHI's forums, Prof Jimly Asshiddiqy, the former Head of Constitution Court of Law had spoken that even though the process of environ-

ment policies in Indonesia are tough, WALHI must be able to use or optimized the available legal options through courts. This also would be a test on how 

far the law enforcement officers understood and accepted with environmental issues. 

  

 E-Newsletter which produced by WALHI is a knowledge and media sharing about WALHI's advocates in national level and local area. This first edi-

tion we provide an information regarding our advocating through litigation with the theme "Berlawan dari Ruang Pengadilan" (Competing from The Court 

Room). This theme was inspired by the recent legal action which conducted by WALHI in North Sulawesi, Aceh, Bali, West Java and Japan's international 

court of Koto Panjang Dam. From all of the current litigation processes it's been expected that there's some experiences shared which could empower In-

donesia's environment advocating movements.  

  

 

 Finally, we're hoping that our E-Newsletter could give a significant contribution to the common 

knowledge management of environmental movements and throughout elements concerned towards the 

settlement of ecological justice. Your thought and vision contribution and WALHI's friends would be high-

ly meaningful. And at the last, enjoy reading... 

 

Regards of fairness and sustainability, 

   

 

 

Abetnego Tarigan 

National Executive Director of WALHI 
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Public Voices, Participate Urging The Law 

Enforcement of Indonesia's Environmemt 

 It comes great news from Aceh, that WALHI's 

accusation of policy by Aceh's Governor in the previ-

ous period has been won by Medan’s High Court of 

Administration after a year processes. As for WALHI, 

this decision has become a great endorsement to the 

environment law enforcement in Indonesia and hoe 

that it would also inspire the other law enforcement 

officials in Indonesia. 

 Beside of its long processes, Rawa Tripa's advo-

cating has been long conducted by WALHI along with 

others organization which concerns to Aceh's related 

issues. Since 2008, Aceh's WALHI had monitored the 

condition of swamp forest in the endangered areas of 

60 thousands hectares, almost decreased to 50% due 

to illegal logging and land take over by palm planta-

tions, as PT Kalista Alam who did land clearing for 

1605 hectares on the Leuser ecosystem area of 

swamp peat forest. Massive deforestation, in civil land, 

conservation forest, national forest areas and others 

has been the cause of flooding in the far west of Indo-

nesia's provincial.  

 From field proves collected and findings of sus-

pected law violations in approvals given by the former 

Aceh's Governor, Irwandi Yusuf  to PT Kalista Alam  

these what had became a strong principal to the Care for Rawa Tripa Coa-

lition Team who did everything to the efforts of advocating, and through 

WALHI, it has been courted to accuse Governor's policy in High Court of 

Administration. 

 T.M. Zulfikar, Executive Director of Aceh's WALHI said that the deci-

sion to litigating advocates was based on the consideration from the previ-

ous experiences, which is if through "normal" advocating practices, it 

would only lead to a dead end if facing with the authority and its collabo-

rated businesses.  

 This winning however couldn't be separated by the strong endorse-

ment of public and other parties from Aceh, nationwide and international 

which had been given cares in the protection and rescues of Rawa Tripa 

peat forest areas. One of the ways is through online petition: “enforce the 

law protecting Tripa Peat Swamp and its Orangutan populations”, which 

organized by change.org and broadcasted globally through social media as 

eg. Facebook and Twitter which could be accessed from http://

www.change.org/saveTripa, and this petition has been signed by 10,000 

peoples. 

 Rawa Tripa Advocate Team aware that the legal actions taken were 

not tends to be single or separated from the big advocate strategies of— 

"... there would never be peace in the world with the dominant 

presence." 

Arundhati Roy 
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Rawa Tripa rescue. Taking the case through court 

has been an "option" to gain a wider public aware-

ness in local level, both national and international. A 

huge response of support from public which collect-

ed from the online petition was significant enough to 

endorse Aceh's government to enforce the environ-

ment law on the land of Mekkah's Veranda. It shows 

that the advocating strategy through legal 

(litigation) could not be left alone, as it should be 

supported by another advocating strategy.  

 Legal process were never been an easy and 

simple, especially when dealing with capital authori-

ties. WALHI's accusation winning, has been the last 

losing momentum of the companies. After the ap-

proval revocation, PT Kalista Alam has proposed an 

appeal act to the Supreme Court upon its decision. 

The company also accused Aceh's Governor in Ban-

da Aceh Administration High Court due to the permit 

cancellation. In this case, WALHI was taken act as 

an intervention defendant (defendant II). The court 

itself still in progress and has been held for 7 

(seven) times in court. 

 ACEH's WALHI hope that the court process would be soon 

meet an end, and should be follow with the permit revocation of all 

of the companies that operated in Rawa Trips, as it's the last forest 

buffers in Aceh which have numbers of floras and faunas and it 

also symbiosis with local communities.  

  

 As of course, this huge supports from public would be still in 

need until eventually the public and ecological fairness could won 

the fight against environmental crime corporation.  

"The higher school gets does not mean getting to spend 

other people's food. Should get to know the limits. " 

 

Pramoedya Ananta Toer 
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Deforestation Chaos 

Mode  

by Perhutani  

 One of the biggest forestry prob-

lems in Java is The chaos of forest man-

agement in Java which largely monopo-

lized by state-owned enterprises, in this 

case Perhutani. Not only several at-

tempts of criminalization and human 

rights violations that committed by 

Perhutani against farmers in forest man-

agement practices in Java, and West Ja-

va in particular. But also the practices of 

forest destruction that allegedly lead the 

environment destruction and ecological 

disaster in West Java.   

 Walhi’s data showed the 

ecological disaster in West Java took the 

highest environmental crisis in Java, one 

of them due to the practices of forest 

management by Perhutani.  One  of the 

cases that handled by WALHI West Java 

is the case reported by Bogor residents 

in Kelapa Nunggal District associated 

with limestone mining activities in the— 

of Kelapa Nunggal and Nambo village, Kelapa Nunggal 

District in March 2011. Those mine activities allegedly 

able to activate through the procedure mechanism of 

Operational Cooperation (KSO) between Perhutani 

with third parties in this matter, Koperasi Karya Man-

diri Nunggal Sejahtera. Walhi West Java confirm that 

those report was attached with several letter docu-

ments of Forestry service to request clarification to 

Perhutani related to KSO which has been ground for 

mining activities. Also added with newspaper clipping 

documents about mining activities in the area belongs 

to Perhutani in the Gerowong village, Parung Panjang 

district, Bogor regency, that previous mentioned caus-

es environmental damage.  

 Based on that Walhi West Java attempt to de-

velop, asses, and track to obtain more data related 

the effort that conducted by Perhutani, said Ramdan. 

Along the process and Walhi West Java hard working, 

we were available to complete archive documents 

filled with papers of operational cooperation agree-

ment letters with several mining businessman in Bo-

gor Area. This strong allegedly as a modus that con-

ducted by Perhutani in running its business practices.  

WALHI investigation result showed that mining activi-

ties in those areas several are still running based on 

evidence the existence of heavy equipments such as 

becko, the workers, also an amount of troops on 

guards. WALHI analysis concluded there are many 

company operated in this location because WALHI 

having difficulties when trying to enter the mining lo-

cation.  Information that WALHI has succeed collected 

through some residents surround and a security, men-

tioned that some company are still located in RPH Ci-

rangsad and RPH Cigudeg because their cooperation 

contract period with Perhutani just ended in the year 

2012.  

 The letters of rehabilitation and reclamation 

cooperation through KSO mechanisms that owned 

asserted that the forest area is an area of production 

forest no longer productive, but after WALHI  -  

"Clean the governments and parliaments from 
the actor of environmental destroyer" 

Abet Nego Tarigan 

(National Executive Director WALHI) 
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conducted field visit turns out RPH 

Cigudeg and RPH Cirangsad were an ar-

ea of mixed forest (Heterogeneous) and 

protected, not production forests 

(homogeneous) as stated in the coopera-

tion letter (KSO). 

 WALHI West Java on October 

11th, 2012 sending subpoena to 

Perhutani with a number 078/ED WALHI 

Jabar/X/2012 to request clarification on 

those field findings and WALHI West Java 

request a meeting to be held on October 

31, 2012 at WALHI Jabar Secretariat. 

But Perhutani didn’t notice it. On Novem-

ber 7th, 2012, Walhi West Java sent 

again the second subpoena letter to 

Perhutani  number 091/ED Walhi Jabar/

XI/2012.  

 Along with the absence of 

information development that promised 

by Perhutani,  on November 13th, 2012  - 

WALHI West Java send again a letter to Perhutani 

number 092/ED Walhi Jabar/X/2012 to request infor-

mation completeness on KSO data that has been 

promised by Perhutani. However, until now Perhutani 

could not provide the promised data including environ-

mental impact analysis documents from the company 

or cooperative that conduct operational cooperation 

with Perhutani and official data which states that min-

ing location is an area of production forest.  

 On January 21st, 2013, WALHI Jabar take legal 

steps by reporting the alleged of forestry crime com-

mitted by Perum Perhutani and 12 Company in KPH 

Bogor. WALHI West Java reports received by SPKT 

section of West Java Police, contained in the Police Re-

port No.Pol: LPB/61/I/2013/JABAR dated January 

21st, 2013 at 15:30 pm. Followed later with the mak-

ing of early assessment reports (BAP) from the report-

er signed by Dadan Ramdan as the Director of WALHI 

West Java.  

 The escort of this reporting is still continues.  Af-

ter having together agreement between WALHI West 

Java Team with Kanit Tipiter West Java Police Team, 

14-15 February 2013 was conducted field investiga-

tions. The investigation of KSO case involves around 5 

persons from West Java Police Team and two persons 

from Walhi West Java. The Investigator team of Jabar 

Police Department will immediately called Perum 

Perhutani and 12 companies after West Java election.   

 So far, the investigation process provides 

information that companies which being investigated 

only about seven mining companies which are located 

in RPH Cirangsad and Cigudep, while five (5) 

companies that located in RPH Jaga Baya has not been 

carried out investigation into the field. In the field, - 

"Do we want the independent Indonesia with rampant capitalist, or which all the citizens are prosperous, which people have 

enough to eat, enough clothes, live in prosperity, felt lap by Mother Earth provides enough food and clothing to them? ' 

Ir. Soekarno (First President of the Republic of Indonesia) 6 

ENEWSLETTER WAHANA LINGKUNGAN HIDUP INDONESIA | Edisi I 



 

several companies that reported by Walhi West Java still active and some are not oper-

ated during the investigation in the field. 

 During this time, farmers and residents who live inside and around forests are al-

ways blamed as “perampah” and forest destructor, when in fact businesses performer 

and even enterprises that are run by the state became an actor of environmental de-

structor and cause the ecological disaster in West Java. The fact is the environmental 

crisis which being sued by WALHI West Java through legal process were expected able 

to drag the corporate of environmental damaging both private and state owned to the 

court.   
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 Maintaining 

Tahura’s Nature 

Chant  

 Bali Island, a part of small island cluster in In-

donesia’s archipelago is well known with its nature 

panorama and its culture along the rapid develop-

ment of tourism industry. Along with the infestations 

swift in tourism industry, the environmental industry 

in Bali is getting more vulnerable.   

 

 The bustle of rapid development in The God-

dess Island tourism industry confirm the increase of 

land and forest conversion level to become the sacs 

of tourism infrastructure development. The rate of 

land voracity is uncontrolled anymore; nowadays also 

confiscate the attention of Walhi Bali in their advoca-

cy and empowering activity.  

  

 According the data that released by Walhi Bali, 

the vast of forest area in Bali nowadays only 22 % 

left from Bali Island coverage. This indicate—  

the deficit of 8% from the minimal vast of forest 

area (30%) compare to the vast of Bali Area that 

has been mandated in Bali’s Regional Regulations 

(Perda) RTRWP itself. Added then, the worse 

more, this 22% condition is within critical condi-

tions.  

 Furthermore, the regional board of Walhi 

Bali, Wayan Gendo Suardana, added that 13 stra-

tegic beach points in Bali nowadays having alarm-

ing contamination due to tourism industry such as 

Sanur Beach, Mertasari Beach, Kuta Beach, Lov-

ina Beach, Candidasa Beach, Tanah Lot Beach, 

Soka Beach, and others.  

 The sea intrusion is also massive happening, 

such as in Sanur area which having intrusion 

more and less 1 KM, added then the damaged of 

coastal area in 140 abrasion points from beach 

length around 420 Km, said Gendo. Activist who 

ever had violence act from hoodlums due to advo-

cacy activity that his doing all this time is also 

added that the swift of beach damaged in Bali es-

timated 3,7 KM per year with the erosion to land 

about 50-100 meter per year.  Therefore is— 

"If we can conquer the outer space, we should be 
able to conquer the starving children" 

 

Buzz Aldrin 
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concluded that the level of Bali tourism exotic nowa-

days not included with the maintenance towards the 

environmental carrying capacity. 

 

 Along with forest conversion process becomes 

tourism area and the least of forest area, mangrove 

forest in Ngurah Rai Taman Hutan Raya area 

(Tahura) is the last fortress in south Bali coastal area 

from abrasion and erosion.Bali’s environmental 

conditions getting worse, on June 27th 2012 Bali's 

Governor issued the license of nature tourism 

enterprise in Mangrove area in Taman Hutan Raya 

Ngurah Rai to PT.  Tirta Rahmat Bahari (PT. TRB) as 

wide as 102.22 Ha according to Bali’s Governor 

Decree No. 1051/03-L/HK/2012. The managing time 

period that has been given to PT. TRB in a long term, 

whereas given time about 55 years accompanied with 

priority right about 20 years (total domination about 

75 years). 

 Ironically, based on development master 

plan by PT. TRB, Tahura Ngurah Rai area will be 

completed by tourism accommodation around 75 

lodging, 8 restaurants, 2 spas, coffee shop and 

other nature tourism supports.  It can be ensured, 

the preservation changing of Tahura’s ecosystem 

that transformed into buildings is ongoing in mo-

ments, when the trees being felt and an amount 

of animals and plants goes to extinction, then hu-

mans surround loose the clean air also the beauti-

ful nature chant.   

 

 Walhi Bali confirms that the issued license is 

not appropriate with the previous vision of Bali's 

Governor which have desire to actualize Bali 

Clean and green. Walhi Bali also considers that 

this policy is against the spirit of moratorium poli-

cy of tourism accommodation development in 

South Bali, and also against the good governance 

principle. 

  

 The loss of Tahura’s Ngurah Rai forest ecol-

ogy angered a number of people in Bali and the 

spirit refusing the development of this region 

unite them into the Environmental Advocacy 

Working Committee (KEKAL) with WALHI Bali, - 

"A community will grow when old people plant trees 

despite knowing that they will never sit under  the shades 

of trees" 

Greek philosophy 9 
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Frontier Bali, Bali Outbound Community, Student 

Press Institute Kertha Aksara and Individual who 

about care environment in Bali as the member.   

 Before having the lawsuit, KEKAL have already 

doing refusal movement on the decision to grant per-

mission Tahura Ngurah Rai utilization by conducting 

demonstration in front of the governor's office, a 

hearing with Commission III of Bali’s Council, as well 

as hearing with the leader of Bali’s Parliament. As a 

results Bali’s parliament leader issued a recommen-

dation so that Bali’s Governor revoke the decision 

that has been issued, but until now Bali’s Governor is 

still insist did not want to revoke the licenses that 

have been issued. 

 Based on those conditions, KEKAL on this mat-

ter  through WALHI Bali has been send two sub-  

poena to the Governor of Bali, but there are none 

from those subpoena has been answer by the 

Governor.  Due not respected of subpoena that 

has been granted, WALHI Bali then conduct Ad-

ministrative Lawsuit in Denpasar State Adminis-

trative High Court on January 3rd, 2013. 

 Beside conduct PTTUN lawsuit, Walhi Bali 

also doing information dispute because The Gov-

ernor of Bali was not giving the public information 

that proposed by WALHI. The letter requests for 

information that submitted by WALHI Bali on No-

vember 3rd, 2012 and replied on November 14th, 

2012 by the Governor did not provide the infor-

mation that WALHI requested on the grounds the 

permits that have been issued will be reviewed. 

As for public information that was requested by 

WALHI is the Governor of Bali Decree number 

1.051/03-L/HK/2012 about grant permission of 

nature tourism enterprise on the Utilization block 

of Forest Park (Tahura) Ngurah Rai, Bali Province 

covering 102, 22 Ha (one hundred two point 

twenty two acres) to PT. Tirta Rahmat Bahari 

along with the supported document such as pa-

pers, recommendation, Decrees until  -  

"As long as suffers comes from the human itself, 

it was not a natural disaster, it can  certainly be 

resisted by man" 

Ananata Pramoedya Toer 
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supported document such as UKL-UPL and business Map.   

Information disputes case that being filed by WALHI Bali is the 

first case in Bali, and this provides a good precedent for using all 

available legislation instruments in this republic to fight the envi-

ronmental rights, including the public right to get information as 

contained in the public information disclosure laws.  

The non accommodative of provincial government through the 

Governor in the information requested by WALHI reinforced the 

intention and willpower of KEKAL to urge Bali's Governor to im-

mediately revoke the company license that operated in Tahura’s 

region.  

Until now the PTTUN lawsuit just entering the early stages of the 

trial, meanwhile for information dispute in Information Commis-

sion of Bali Province has entering the mediation process.   Even 

though has been took those two roads, until now KEKAL (Walhi 

Bali) is still trying to advocate the community in Suwung Kauh 

village to participate their voice so that The Governor of Bali re-

voke the company license.   
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A Lawsuit to Save  

the Bangka Island 

 Ironically, the permit that issued by the 

government was never known by the public and 

even the public were never involved and asked 

for it consent if their area used as mine area. 

This was the background of resident refusal up-

on mining plan that will be threatening the resi-

dent living space there. A series of actions car-

ried out independently by the community, in-

cluding building communication with WALHI 

North Sulawesi to strengthen their strategy and 

advocacy in denied the existing of mining in-

dustry in these islands. We know how the is-

lands area has its own vulnerabilities. cupled— 

with the threat of extractive industries presence.   

 In the study and analysis towards the decree 

issued by the Regent, it was found that the decree is 

contradicted with some regulation, so that the regen-

cy governments repeatedly conduct a change upon 

those decrees. After Decree (SK) 162 in 2010, there 

were a change by the publication of Decree (SK) 151 

in 2012 about the change of Decree (SK) 162 in 

2010. The government of North Minahasa Regency 

then extended the exploration period by issuance De-

cree (SK) 152 of 2012 concerning the extension of 

IUP Exploration to PT. Mikgro Metal Perdana then 

made changes to Decree (SK) 183 of 2012 concern-

ing changes to Decree (SK) 152 of 2012. This is also 

become the background of WALHI Sulut report as 

criminal offenses suspected committed by the Re-

gional Head and sued Decree (SK) No. 152/2012 also 

the changes Decree (SK) No. 183/2102 through the 

Administrative Court (PTUN) Manado on October 

24th, 2012. WALHI Sulut strongly believes that the 

publication of those decree against with administra-

tive matters that set in the state administrative law.  

"What we did over the forests of the world 

is a mirror reflection of what we are doing 

to ourselves and each other" 

Mahatma Gandhi 

 Bangka Island is an island located in the 

North Minahasa, North Sulawesi Province. The 

island that consist of three villages, Kahuku, 

Lihunu and Libas villages were relying their 

source of life from sea for generations. Lately 

the resident peacefuly livelihood is being 

threatened by the policy that issued by the 

Government of North Minahasa Regency with 

Decree (SK) No. 162 tahun 2010 about IUP ex-

ploration to PT. Mikgro Metal Perdana to con-

duct iron ore mining in Bangka Island.  

1
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RECOVER 
INDONESIA ! 

This indicates that the Regent is not only not famil-

iar with the legislation, but it also shows how strong 

the pressure from mining companies in order to 

keep the license to be issued despite violated the 

regulation. 

 The legal process through administrative court 

Manado considered could become one of alterna-

tives to invalidate those Decrees (SK) with carefully 

studies based on the regulation that prevail in Indo-

nesia. At least there are 10 regulations that has 

been ignored by the Regent to issued those Decree 

(SK)  

 Since 2011 until 2013, Walhi Sulut together 

with the community conduct several attempts to 

pull out those company from Bangka Island, either  

direct resistance at the village level, as well as re-

ported it as criminal alleged at the Police Headquar-

ters and a number of other actions. No less important 

to do is strengthening and organizing at village level 

through critical discussions and villager meetings to 

strengthen the society's struggle in retaining the 

management area and their sources of lives from the 

threat of mining industry.  

 The progress of lawsuit since it was filed on Oc-

tober 24th, 2012, is the umpteenth time trial on Feb-

ruary 12th, 2013 with an agenda of verification and 

plaintiff witness inspection. In previous trial, the De-

fendant and Defendant II Intervention (PT. Mikgro 

Metal Perdana) very dubious WALHI’s legal standing 

as the biggest environmental organization in Indone-

sia. But in the last trial process, it was proved by 

WALHI Sulut by showing WALHI’s legality and ap-

proval documents from the Ministry of Justice and 

Human Rights as well as some decisions from the 

Constitutional Court and the District Court to 

strengthen WALHI’s work in the world of justice in 

Indonesia.  Until now, the trial process has  been— 

"The earth is enough to satisfy 

everyone's needs, but not enough for 

one greedy person" 

Mahatma Gandhi 

tekanan dari perusahaan tambang agar ijin tersebut tetap dikeluarkan meskipun dengan 

menyalahi perundang-undangan. 

Proses hukum melalui PTUN Manado dinilai dapat menjadi salah satu alternatif yang bisa 

membatalkan SK tersebut dengan kajian-kajian yang matang berdasarkan aturan perun-

dang-undangan yang berlaku di Indonesia. Sedikitnya ada 10 peraturan perundang-

undangan yang diabaikan oleh Bupati untuk menerbitkan SK tersebut.  
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entered the inspection agenda of expert witness.   

 

Through litigation process that has been pursued today, WALHI 

Sulut expected this lawsuit to construct a victory results in the 

middle of law enforcement conditions in Indonesia, which is cur-

rently very hard to be won by the people. Pursued legal action is 

believed not to be effected much, without the support of key ele-

ments in those struggles itself such as the people in three villag-

es in Bangka archipelago whereas it sources of life is being 

threatened.  
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